
WELCOME T O RnA!
Notice the name change then?  Yes ARUG (Australian 
RNA Users Group) has become RnA (RNA Network of 

Australasia!
OK, so we have too much time on our hands or we are frustrated creative types but your 
local representatives have devised and adopted a new name for our august group.  We 
hope you like it.   Why do we even have such a group?  Well it came to my attention that 

I only met my follow RNAi colleagues at overseas meetings and that we didn't have a way 
to interact back home.  So the idea of a virtual interest group was formed.  However, as I 
canvassed the idea around, not only was it enthusiastically embraced and encouraged but 

all manner of RNA users came out of the woodwork (I was going to say closet here but 
that didnÕt seem quite right).  With the advent of non-coding RNA research and the 
popularity of RNAi as an experimental tool there are now many scientists in Australia 

who work on some aspect of RNA biology.  

Furthermore, these are areas of research 
that have been pioneered downunder!
! So, we believe that a critical mass has 

been reached to make the formation of 
some form of special interest group with 
the focus on RNA a"worthwhile exercise. 

The idea is RnA will work to facilitate ex-
change of information among us (about 
experimental methods,"meeting, availability 
of tools, open positions etc) as well as help 

raise our proÞle in the wider scientiÞc 
community. RnA is free to join and is open 

to anyone with an interest in RNA in any form.  Visit the website to see current mem-

bersÕ proÞles and get any other information. 
# # Nigel. 
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Nigel McMillan
I have an active research 
interest in RNAi as a cancer 
therapy.  We use cervical 
cancer as a model system 
and are investigating both 
siRNA, shRNA (via lentivi-
rus) and synthetic versions 
of shRNA.  Our work en-
compasses both in vitro and 
in vivo work, particularly 
animal models of cancer. 
We are currently develop-
ing in vivo delivery systems. 
Visit my RnA profile at 
www.di.uq.edu.au/rna/Me
mbers/NM.html 
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Your Local Representative
To facilitate communication and get input from our en-

tire region several brave volunteers have agreed to be the 
state/country-based reps for RnA.  These are

Nigel McMillan - QLD
Greg Gooddall - SA
Peter Leedman - WA

Thomas Preiss - NSW
Damian Purcell and Stan Stasinopoulos - VIC
Chris Brown - NZ 

If  you have any suggestions, concerns etc then you can 
email Nigel but you also have a local solution!  Contact de-
tails are on the webpage. 

Future Plans
We plan to have RnA become a Special Interest Group 

under the Australian Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology.  There are several advantages to this, including be-

ing able to organise symposia at COMBIO.  
Our website will undergo a major upgrade in the next 

month and will include such features as having wiki pages - 

these are pages that users can edit themselves.  Another fea-
ture will be a forum. 

COMBIO
Speaking of COMBIO, this meeting is in Sydney from  

September 22 to 26 and there are a number of RNA-related 
highlights that you might have an interest in. 

¥Symposia on  Protein/n ucleic acid interactions with 

talks from  Jamie Williamson, Roland Gamsjaeger, David Tremethick, and  Helena Mangs 
¥Plenary talk form Jeffrey Kieft, University of Colorado entitled ÒThe RNA structure-based mechanism of translation initia-

tion by a  viral internal ribosome entry site.Ó

¥Symposia 4 is on Small RNAs and Gene Regulation in plants with talks from  Bernie Carroll, Tony Millar, Chris Helliwell, 
and Caren Rodriguez (UWA). 

¥Symposia on   Ribonucleoproteins with talks from Jeffrey Kieft, Colorado (RNA structure and intermolecular interactions 
at the heart of IRES-driven translation initiation), Archa Fox, (RNA-protein interactions underpinning the formation of nuclear 

paraspeckles, novel regulators of gene expression) , Thomas Preiss, (Characterisation of the protein and mRNA interaction 
partners of the human eIF4G-homologue p97), and  S.C. Bannister (MicroRNA expression proÞling of chick embryonic gonads 
during sex determination)

¥ Symposia - RNA and gene control with talks from Bryan Williams (Cellular responses to double-stranded RNA: distin-
guishing self  from non-self), Ross Smith (Multi-tasking RNA-binding proteins: the hnRNP protein family), Greg Goodall (A Mi-
croRNA family that regulates epithelial mesenchymal transition) 

¥More information about COMBIO can be found at http://www .asbmb.org.au/combio2007/index.html
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Thomas Preiss - 

NSW Rep. 

ThomasÕs research focuses 

on the post-transcriptional 

regulation of gene expres-

sion, in particular the 

mechanism of translation 

initiation and its control in 

eukaryotic cells. 

Chris Bro wn  - NZ Rep. 

Chris hails from the city of Dunedin. His research is on identi-

Þcation of regulatory elements that control gene expression, 

RNA elements, both structured and unstructured in mRNAs and 

viral RNAs.
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RNA Meetings
We hope to organise future meetings and workshops for you (more next time).  In the meantime here are some meetings that 

might interest you.  
¥AusBiotech 2007 National Conference  - Merck & Co. Inc. siRNA Delivery Symposium, Sunday 21 October 2007, Brisbane Conven-
tion & Exhibition Centre, Brisbane, Queensland.  One of the challenges facing the broad applicability of siRNA technology is the transport 
of these molecules to the targeted areas of the body where they can be effective. Merck & Co is sponsoring this symposium in the hope that 
Australian or New Zealand scientists may be able to contribute to the resolution of the conundrum. As such we are calling for abstracts 
from interested parties who have expertise in the area of siRNA delivery or the delivery of nucleic acids or other such macromolecules, to 
present their work during the AusBiotech National Conference.  Abstracts should be submitted by email to gcross@ausbiotech.org CLOS-
ING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF ABSTRACTS: Friday 31 August 2007

¥Protein Synthesis and T ranslational Control, Se pt 12-16, Heidelberg , Germany .   Aim: Once a peripheral discipline in  
gene expression, "Translational Control" has become a major focus of  attention and research activity in the recent past. Developmental  
biology and neurobiology are only two prominent examples that have  added to the interest in translational control even before the  
arrival of micro RNAs. Micro RNAs now deÞne a new frontier in gene expression, and will be a central topic to be discussed within the  
conference. With the increasing appreciation for the integration  between different steps in the gene expression pathway, the  
conference will also explore the latest work on the interfaces  between translational control and mRNA turnover, RNA localization and  
splicing/nonsense-mediated decay.  See http://www- db.embl.de/jss/EmblGroupsOrg/conf_54
¥Inter national Symposium "RN A-Ligand-Interactions" Sept 27-29, 2007, Frankfurt.
See http://www .sfb579.uni-frankfurt.de/Inte rnationalSymposium2007/index.html
¥3rd Annual Meeting of  the Olig onucleotide Therapeutics Society , Oct 4-6, 2007, Berlin 
See http://www .ots-symposium.org/index.htm
¥Keystone RNAi, MicroRN A, and Non-Coding RN A Meeting , Mar 25-30, 2008 Whistler Resort, Canada
See www.keystonesymposia.org
¥RNAi Europe , Barcelona, Spain, Sept 20-21, 2007.  www.selectbiosciences.com/conferences/rnaieurope07/index.aspx

¥RNAi2008. Functions and Applications of  non-coding RN A, Oxford UK. See 
www.libpubmedia.co.uk/Conferences/RNAi2008/Home.htm

Sydney miRN A ResearchersÕ Meeting 
22nd August, 3-5pm Level 6 meeting room Centenary Institute. This is an informal meeting for researchers interested in 

exchanging ideas and techniques related to the study of miRNAs. This month's  meeting focuses on the use and analysis of 
miRNA microarrays. Please RSVP j.clancy@victorchang.edu.au

Research Highlight
  In vivo delivery of siRNA using PEGed liposomes showing biodistribution.  Lipo-

somes were labeled with the ßuorescent dye, DiR, and images created using the Ko-

dak In Vivo Fx Imager. Control (top) and treated (bottom) mice at 24 hours following 

iv injection of liposomes. 

From Sherry Wu, PhD student, University of QueenslandÕs Diamantina Institute for 

Cancer, Immunology and Metabolic Medicine, Brisbane.

If  you have an image you wish to share, email Nigel.  
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