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WELCOME T O RnAl

Noticethe namechangethen? Ys ARJG (Australian
RNA UseasGroup)hasbecomeRnA (RNA Network of
Australasia!

OK, so we have too nuch time on our hands or ware frustraed creative types hut your
local epresentatives hare devisel and adoptd a nev namefor our august up. We
hopeyou likeit. Why do we even have suh a goup? VMl it cameto ny etention tha
I only me my follow RNAI colleagues & overseas metings and thawe didn't have a way
to interact back home So theidea of a virtual inteest goup wasdrmed. However, as |
canvassd theidea alound, not only was itrghusiastically mbracel and excouragé but
all manne of RNA use&s cameout of the woodwork (I was going to gaclosé here but
that didn®seem quiteright). With the adwent of non-coding RMA reserch and the
popularity of RNAI as an gperimental tool thee are now mary sciatists in Aistralia
who work on somespet of RNA biology.
Furthermore, theseare areas ofresaarch
that have been pioneered downunde!
I Sqg we bdieve that a critical mass has
been reached to makethe formation of
someform of speial interest goup with
the focus on RM\ a"worthwhile exercise
Theidea is RnA will vark to facilitde ex-
changeof information among us (about
expearimental mahods"meeting, availability
O f of tools open positions &) as sl as hép
raiseour problein thewider scientibc
comrunity. RnA is fieeto join and is ope
to aryonewith an inteest in RNA in ary form. Visit thewebsiteto s& curent mem-
bersO mbles and geany othe information.
# # Nigd.

Backpage
Futue national and iméer

tional RN meetingkisa
localegsath highlight

Nigel McMillan

| have an active research

interest in RNAi as a cancer
therapy. We use cervical
cancer as a model system
and are investigating both
siRNA, shRNA (via lentivi-
rus) and synthetic versions
of shRNA. Our work en-
compasses both in vitro and
in vivo work, particularly
animal models of cancer.
We are currently develop-
ing in vivo delivery systems.
Visit my RnA profile at

www.di.ug.edu.au/rna/Me
mbers/NM.html
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Your Local Representative

To facilitae comnunicaion and geinput from our e-
tire region se&eral brave voluntesrs have ageed to bethe
stae/country-basel reps br RnA. Theseare

Nigel McMillan - QLD

Greg Gooddall SA

Peter Leedman -WA

Thomas fPeiss -NSW

Damian Rurcdl and Stan Stasinopoulo$/iC
Chris Biown - NZ

If you hase arny sugyestions concens éc then you can
email Nigd but you also hee a local solution! Contact de
tails ae on thewebpage

Future Plans

We plan to hae RnA becomea Speial Inteest Gioup
unde the Australian Socity for Biochemistry and Molesular
Biology. There are several adantags to thisincluding be
ing alde to organisesymposiataCOMBIO.

Our websitewill undego a major upgadein the next
month and will includesut features as heing wiki pags -
theseare pages thd uses can dit themsdves Anothe fea-
ture will bea forum.

COMBIO

Speaking ofCOMBIO, this meting is in S¥ney from
Septembe 22 to 26 and thee are a umbe of RNA-related
highlights thayou might hae an inteest in.

¥Symposia on i@tein/n ucldc acid inteactions with

AUSTRALASIA

Thomas Preiss -
NSW Rep.
Thoma@resath beuss
on the getsansriptional

regulation afenexpes
son, in particular the
melganis oftranation
initiation and ientl in
eukaptic cells

Chris Brown - NZ Rep.

Chrishailsdrom the city Dtinedin. Hiegath ison identi
pcation edgulatgrelemetitsit comtrgenameson,
RNA elemeniothtaictued and unsctued in mRAsand
vial RM\s

talks fom &mieWilliamson, Rland Gamsjage, David Tremethick, and Héena Mangs
YPlenay talk brm Xffrey Kieft, University of Colorado atitled OThe RNA structue-bas@ mechanism oftransldion initia-

tion by a viral intenal ribosomeentry siteO

¥Symposia 4 is on Small ¥ and Gee Reguldion in plants with talks édm Benie Carroll, Tony Millar, Chris Heliwell,

and Caen Rodrigue (UWA).

¥Symposia on Ribarcleoproteins with talks fsm &ffrey Kieft, Colorado (RM\ structue and intemolecular intgactions
at the heart of IRES-driven transldion initiation), Archa Fox, (RNA-proten interactions undepinning theformation of nuclear
paraspekles novel regulaors of gene expression) , iomas IPeiss (Charactesaion of the proten and mRNA interaction
partne's of the human éF4G-homologuep97), and £. Banniste (MicroRNA expression pobling ofchick enbryonic gonads

during s& dgermination)

¥Symposia RNA and gae contol with talks fom Bryan Wiliams (Cdular response to doule-strandel RNA: distin
guishing sié from nonsdf), Ross Smith (Multtasking RM-binding pioteins: thehnRNP protein family), Geg Goodall (A Mi

croRNA family tha regulaes githdial mesenchymal transition)

¥More information about COMBIO can bedound 4 http://www .asbmborgau/combio2007/index.html
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RNA Meetings

We hopeto omanisefuture meetings and wrkshopsdr you (moe next time). In themeantimehere are somemeetings tha
might interest you.

¥AusBiotech 2007 National Conference - Merck & Ca Inc. siRNA Delivery Symposium, Sunga21 Octobe 2007, Brisban€onven-
tion & Exhibition Centre, BrisbaneQueensland. Oneof the challenges facing thdoroad applicability ofsiRNA technology is thetransport
of thesemolecules to thetargeaed areas ofthe body where they can bedffective. Merck & Co is sponsoring this symposium intbgethat
Australian or N&v Zealand scistists mg beahble to contritute to theresolution ofthe corundrum. As sut we are calling br abstracts
from interestad parties who have expertisein thearea of SiRNA ddivery or theddivery of nucldc acids or othesud macomoleules to
present ther work during theAusBioteh National Confeence Abstracts should ibmittel by email togcross@ausbioth.org CLOS-
ING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF ABSTRACTS: Riday 31 August 2007

¥Protein Synthesis and T ranslational Control, Se pt 12-16, Heidelberg, Germany . Aim: Oncea peipheral disciplinein

gene pression, "Tansldional Contol" has beomea major bcus of atention and esearch activity in therecent past. Deelopmental

biology and neirobiology are only two prominent examples tha have addel to theinterest in transléonal contol even before the

arrival of micro RNAs Micro RNAs nav deébnea nawv frontier in gene expression, and will ba central topic to bediscussgwithin the

confeence With the increasing appeciation for theintegration beween different stgs in thegene expression pthway, the

confaencewill also &plore the latest work on theinterfaces béween translaional contol and mRNA turnover, RNA localizdion and

splicing/nonsaesemediated decay. See http://www- db.embl.de/jss/IEmbIGroupsOg/conf_54

¥Mnter national Symposium "RN A-Ligand-Interactions” Sept 2729, 2007, Fankfurt.

See http://www .sfb579.unfrankfurt.délnte rnationalSymposium2007/indehtml

¥rd Annual Meeting of the Olig onucleotide Therapeutics Society , Oct 4-6, 2007, Bdin

See http://www .otssymposium.ay/index.htm

¥ eystone RN Ai, MicroRN A, and Non-Coding RN A Meeting , Mar 25-30, 2008 WhistleResort, Canada

See wwwkeystonsymposia.ar

YRNAI Europe, Barcelona, Spain, Sept 20-21, 2007 wwwsdectbiosciacescom/confaences/r naieuroped7/index.aspx

YRNAI2008. Functions and A pplications of non-coding RN A, Oxford UK. See

wwwlibpubmedia.caik/Conferences/RN Ai2008/Home.htm

Sydney miRN A ResearchersO Meeting

22nd August, 35pm Level 6 meeting room Centenary Institute This is an irdrmal meeting for resaarchers intgestad in
exchanging idas and tehniques ©Elated to thestud/ of miRNAs This month's mating focuss on theuseand analysis of
mMiRNA microarrays PleaseRSVPj.clancy@victathangedu.au

Research Highlight

In vivo ddivery of siRNA using EEGed liposome shaving biodistrilution. Lipo
some were labded with theBuoescent dye, DiR, and image ceated using theko-
dak In Vivo Fx Image Control (top) and tated (bottom) micet 24 hous bllowing
iv injection of liposoma

From Shery Wu, PhD studet, University of Queensland©Diamantina Institutdor
Cance, Immunology and Mdabolic Malicing Brisbane

If you have an imageyou wish to shax email Nigd.
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